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Welcome to the 2018 CMAA Junior Academy of Country Music!  
  
The CMAA Junior Academy of Country Music is the leading program for training, mentoring and 
development in the Australian music industry for the country music genre.   
  
The goal of the annual CMAA Academy of Country Music is to increase the professionalism and skills 
of emerging country music artists and musicians. This is achieved through the delivery of an 
intensive residential environment that is tailored to the needs of the individual students, with a 
heavy emphasis given to encouraging creativity.  
  
The CMAA Academy of Country Music Junior course provides an innovative 8 day residential 
program, held in the Calrossy School Campus, Tamworth, in regional NSW. It offers Australia’s 
talented and promising emerging country artists and specialist musicians the opportunity to 
broaden their horizons and skill levels via close interaction with the industry's leading specialists.  
Running alongside the Junior course is our Parent Course (for parents or guardians) especially 
designed for parents and is aimed at helping parents understand the music industry and how to help 
their talented children develop skills.  If Junior students want to develop a professional career this 
course is invaluable for parents. It enables parents to understand how to assist their children in 
developing a career path.  
  

The Academy is unique. No other program of this nature exists for the country 
music industry in Australia.  

  
The CMAA Junior Academy of Country Music course is tailored to the skills development of the 18 
and under age group.  
  
The role of the Academy is three-fold:  
  

1. To provide skills development opportunities specific to the country music genre in 
Australia on an annual and ongoing basis.   
  

2. To educate, develop and stimulate artistic and creative development in country music 
performers by providing them with resources, skills and information to enable them to 
become leaders in the music industry locally and globally.  

  
3. To broaden the horizons and skill levels via close interaction with industry's leading 

specialists.  
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ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE  

  
The management structure of the Academy is as follows:  

  
Academy Staff Members: 
 
General Manager: Roger Corbett 
Artistic Director: Lyn Bowtell 
Administration Manager: Meryl Davis 
Business & Career Co-ordinator: Amber Lawrence 
Publicity Officer: Rebecca Belt 
Social Media Co-ordinator: Dianne Bean 
 
Group Leaders: Jayne Denham  
  David Carter 
  Simon Johnson 
  Liam Kennedy-Clarke 
 

ACADEMY TEAM ROLES 
 
 

General Manager: The Academy General Manager is responsible for the planning 
and delivery of the Academy curriculum (in consultation with the 
Academy Artistic Director), management of the teaching staff 
and guest speakers, and the planning and implementation of all 
aspects of the Academy. 

 
Artistic Director: The Academy Artistic Director is responsible for the 

development and implementation of the course curriculum, the 
artistic direction and management of all Academy student 
performances, conducts workshops, one-on-one sessions, 
mentoring and classroom lectures as required, along with 
providing support for Academy Tutors. 

 
Administration Manager: Responsible for administration prior to, during and after the 

course, on-campus co-ordination, and looking after the 
wellbeing and assistance for students and staff. 

 
Publicity Officer: Co-ordinates all media and publicity, including local and national 

television, radio, newspapers, digital/online, and co-ordinates all 
staff and student interviews. 
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Academy Team Roles Continued: 
 
Social Media Co-ordinator: Co-ordinates and implements all social media coverage for 

Academy during the course. 
 
Group Leaders: Group Leaders are responsible for supervising and coordinating 

student participation in the Academy curriculum; providing 
assistance to the students in fulfilling curriculum requirements; 
providing mentoring, advice, and support for song writing, 
musical arrangements, rehearsal and performances; providing 
strong and effective leadership to the students. 

 
Special Guest Lecturers: Special Guest Lecturers are invited to teach at the Academy for 

songwriting, performance and business disciplines. They are 
highly successful Industry professionals and may be drawn from 
any discipline or genre.  

   
ACADEMY TIMEFRAME 

  
Start:  Saturday 7th July 2018 (please arrive between no earlier than 10am and no later than 

12 noon if possible)  
Finish:   Saturday 14th July 2018 (approx 10pm)  
Checkout:   10am on Sunday 15th July  
Daily Hours:   9am start, approx 9pm finish each night  
  
Academy timetables and manuals will be available on arrival.  
  
 

 
  

VENUE - CLASSROOMS:  The classroom venue for the Academy is the Calrossy School, 140 
Brisbane Street, Tamworth.    

  
ACCOMMODATION:  All Junior students, their parent/guardians plus an Academy staff member will 
be accommodated at Gloria Thew House in Burnside Avenue, which is located just around the corner 
from the Calrossy campus.  It is a short (6 minute) walk from Thew House to the Calrossy campus.  
A continental style breakfast will be served each morning at Thew House between 7:30am and 
8:30am.  Tea and coffee making facilities are available all day and evening.  
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 Accommodation Cont: 
 
The accommodation is basic but comfortable, with all linen provided. The bathrooms are shared, 
Male and Female separately.  Students will share a room with their parent/guardian.  Laundry 
facilities are provided, which includes washers, dryers and clothes lines.    
  
Academy staff are housed at the Calrossy campus.  
  

MEALS:  Morning tea, lunch and dinner will be served in the main Dining Hall on the Calrossy campus 
in Brisbane Street unless otherwise advised.   
   

MEDICAL INFORMATION:   You will receive a Medical/Allergy advice form to complete in the near 
future, which we request that you complete and return to us as soon as possible. You will be asked 
to bring the following if required:  
  

 Medicare and any health care cards  
 Medications – prescription and over the counter eg Epipen, headache tablets etc.  
 Your favourite sore throat remedy (yes, it will happen!)  

  
The Medical/Allergy Form is designed to provide us with important information regarding students 
or parent/guardians special dietary requirements, food allergies or intolerances ie vegetarian, 
vegan, gluten free, lactose intolerant etc.  All allergies and intolerances can be catered for provided 
we are aware of them, so please do not be shy!  Calrossy School has had many years of experience 
catering for all manner of dietary requirements, and we haven’t lost a student yet!  You do not need 
to bring your own food, though you may choose to bring your own snacks etc for those late-night 
starvation attacks.  
    
PARKING:  There are only a limited number of car parks available at Gloria Thew House.  We would 
appreciate if you please park in the upper carpark, leaving the carparks closer to the building for 
disability and Calrossy/Academy staff.  Ample roadside parking is available at the Calrossy campus, 
just outside the Calrossy school boundary. Car parking inside school boundaries is prohibited.  It is 
the responsibility of the vehicles owners to ensure their vehicles are locked and secured from theft.  
  
MEDIA:  Media are invited to attend the Academy to obtain information and stories about the 
Academy and participants. This is often at short notice; therefore, it is imperative that a neat and 
tidy appearance is maintained at all times during the Academy. In addition, there are public 
performances included in the Curriculum notably the final Graduation Concert. Please wear your 
name tag at all times - we want people to remember your name!  
  
ALCOHOL/TOBACCO/DRUGS:  Smoking is strictly not permitted anywhere on the Calrossy campus 
and Thew House. The Academy is an alcohol & drug-free zone and consumption of illegal 
substances of any kind is completely prohibited.    
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BEHAVIOUR:  Your behaviour reflects on the Academy, The CMAA, the Calrossy facility, and on you.  
At all times we expect you to do the right thing – both on and off campus.  The timetable is 
extremely tight so please be punctual to classes and sessions!  The sessions will start on time and 
you will miss out if you are late.  
  
Students are free to catch up with friends/family/fans via social media outside classroom hours, 

but we DO ask that you give full attention to your Academy experience whilst classes are in 
session.  

  
WHAT TO BRING:  Students and parents/guardians are invited to bring a number of useful items 
and extras to the Academy.  These include:  
  

 Warm coat or jacket for the short but cool walk between your accommodation at Gloria 
Thew House and the Calrossy campus.  

 Your personal musical instrument/s. Please make sure that any valuable instruments are 
adequately insured as the Academy is not responsible for the security of students’ particular 
instruments.  

 All musical equipment & spares (ie picks, tuner, strings, instrument stands etc)  
 Phone, ipad, tablets or personal music device  
 Chord charts for your repertoire songs  
 Small hand sanitiser   
 Power board for your room  
 Stage clothing for approximately three performances  
 If you are driving, you might wish to throw in your favourite doona or blanket.  All buildings 

are airconditioned, however it can get very cold in Tamworth.  Don’t worry if you cannot 
bring a doona – we do have plenty of extra blankets available.    

 As you will be sharing the bathroom facilities, appropriate clothing to and from the bathroom 
is desirable (eg dressing gown/wrap).  

 The Academy will stock a small supply of earplugs.  The acoustics in Gloria Thew House are 
such that the sound carries very well, so if you are a light sleeper, we strongly recommend 
their use.  

 There is a small refrigerator in the dining area of Gloria Thew House in which you are 
welcome to use if required.  

 A small supply of washing powder  
 What you don’t have to bring:  Sheets or towels – these are supplied by the Calrossy School, 

though you are welcome to bring an extra towel if you wish – just make sure you can easily 
identify it at the end of the week!  

 You won’t need to bring your own heater.   
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GRADUATION CONCERT:  The Junior Academy Graduation Concert will be held on Friday 13th July.  
Entry to the concert will be free, and we will be very open to donations on the night.  Pre-purchasing 
of tickets for family and friends will not be necessary.   The more the merrier! 
  
OUTSIDE PERFORMANCES:  It is a policy of the Academy that no outside performances by students 
or staff are undertaken during your time at The Academy.  Any questions should be referred to the 
Administration staff.  
  
MAIL:  If you are having anything sent to you whilst you are at The Academy, please have it 
addressed to you Care of the CMAA, PO Box 298, Tamworth NSW 2340  

  
Please DO NOT have anything sent to the Academy itself or to the Calrossy School, as there won’t 
be anyone around to take delivery and keep your mail/package safe for you.  
  
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  Further information on the Academy can be obtained by contacting: 
info@academycountrymusic.com.au.  
  
Welcome to you all from the Staff of the Academy of Country Music. We are now in our 21st year of 
operation and this CMAA initiative has been highly successful in generating career opportunities for 
many of our students.  We hope you will continue your country music career long after the Academy 
is over and you will make friends and contacts that will last you a lifetime.  
  
On behalf of all the staff at Academy, travel safely to Tamworth and we look forward to seeing you 
soon!  

  
Roger Corbett  
General Manager  
CMAA Academy of Country Music   


